1 72                       A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

I he frontiers of the country, which they besieged,
but in vain; and the king of Egypt marching
against them with all his chariots and horses, at
their approach the Ethiopians fled, and retired into
the desert country, and were seen no more.

This story, supposing it, or the substance of it, to
be true, lets us into the manner and method in and
by which the Devil first introduced a correspond-
ence with mankind, and how he transacted the
same with the magicians of Egypt, which was cer-
tainly continued by him for many ages afterwards,
in the very same manner, and by which the magi-
cians of Egypt obtained so much in the opinion of
mankind, that they passed for the wisest men in
the world; whereas all this knowledge, if we may
believe tradition, was neither more or less than a
mere dealing with the Devil, a plain downright
hellish correspondence, managed by a magical
scheme, dictated by the Devil himself, and ob-
served by the magicians with but too much exact-
ness on all occasions.

By this diabolical magic the Devil conversed
freely with the magicians, and they with him; and
whatever some may pretend, that the Devil cannot
assume a human shape for his correspondence with
mankind, it is most certain that he did appear in
divers shapes, and on many occasions, or else all the
accounts of such things which tradition has handed
down to the succeeding ages must be false and
fabulous, made up by the invention of the ages in
which they were written.

But that this was not so, is apparent from the
Scripture, as also from the first writers of the
Egyptian and Phoenician histories, by all which we
read of the wickedness of the magicians; as parti-
cularly in the story of the wonders wrought by
Aaron and Moses in the presence of Pharaoh, where
it is allowed that the magicians wrought by enchant-